Safe and Sustainable Travel in Standish
‘A costed programme of works to a) make the B4008 between Horsemarling Lane and Little
Haresfield safer for all non-motorised users and b) repairing and improving selected multiuser tracks and off-road routes for safer commuting and outdoor leisure activities.

Part Two
Proposals for Repairing and Improving Selected
Multi-User Tracks and Off-Road Routes
(SECOND CONSULTATION)
(28-MAR-17)

Two examples of how well-defined and well-maintained multi-user tracks can protect crops and farmland.

A Feasibility Study commissioned by Standish Parish Council and funded by the
Gloucestershire Police Commissioner’s Fund - Safe and Social Driving in Gloucestershire.
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Executive Summary – Project Overview
The purpose of this Feasibility Study is to provide Standish Parish Council and its partners with a set of
researched and costed ‘Project Ready’ schemes that contain ‘sufficient material and evidence for the
submission of a funding application by Stroud District Council for Section 106 support and to a range of
other potential funding bodies’.
Part One, (a separate document) addresses the need to make the B4008 safer for non-motorised users,
including pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders and the less able.
Part Two, (this document) focuses on repairing and improving the security of a small number of
strategic off-road multi-user rights of way within the Parish of Standish in order to:
a) create better managed and more secure access to the countryside for low intensity
recreational activities and the wellbeing of local residents.
b) provide safe off-road commuting routes to support the proposed commercial industrial and
residential developments to the west of Stonehouse and
c) link up the multi-user racks to the east of the B4008 with those to the west, via a side-ofroad track alongside the B4008 between Horsemarling Lane and Crowcomepill.
The following pages provide an overview of these proposed works together with initial estimates of the
potential costs, as provided by Gloucestershire County Council Highways and Public Rights of Way
Officers (April 2017 prices).
Whilst it is not possible, at this stage, to foresee if and when such grant-aid or joint funding
opportunities will become available, the research, costings and in-principle agreements achieved during
the production of this Feasibility Study will enable such opportunities can be speedily exploited.
These proposals are designed to create well-defined and properly secured multi-user tracks to help
protect adjacent crops and farmland from trespass and related damage caused by blocked paths, etc.

Technical Advice and Public Consultation
Previous drafts of this document has been shaped and informed by the views of local residents, farmers
and landowners as well as technical advice given by Gloucestershire County Council Highways and Public
Rights of Way Officers. (see Appendix B)
But this process is not yet complete because a meeting of affected farmers / landowners is not possible
until the middle of April 2017, after which a Final Report will be produced.
Other comments and feedback are also most welcome during this period and should be sent to the
report coordinator, Philip Cooke (contact information on previous page).
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Executive Summary – Financial Overview
This report provides a set of interlocking ‘Project Ready’ schemes that can be implemented either as
individual schemes, or as a whole, according to the availability and timing of funds/grants.
These projects have been costed using current ‘best estimate’ prices (April 2017) as provided by
Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) Highways and Public Rights of Way Officers (PRoW) and all works
will be carried out by GCC approved contractors, minimising, as far as is possible, future maintenance
needs.
The focus is very much on defining and improving the condition of existing rights of way and re-opening
any blocked tracks that are causing users to trespass on to adjacent crops and farmland.
The only proposed new PRoW is a short section of footpath to the east of Pidgemore Farm which we
propose (subject to Landowners agreement) to upgrade to a Bridleway that would then link the many
residential and commercial developments to the west of Stonehouse with Standish Lane / Court.
The only proposed new side of road multi-user route is along the west side of the B4008 between
Horsemarling Lane and Crowcomepill which, if achieved, would provide a much-needed link between
PRoW’s to the east of the B4008 with those to the west of the B4008.
All repairs and upgrades to these proposed off-road routes will be on a ‘like for like’ basis with regard
to the width of the track although a more robust and, as much as possible, maintenance free surface
could be introduced, if conditions allow and agreed.
The following section provides an overview of these off-road projects and estimated costs.
1. By-Passing the B4008 between Crowcomepill and Standish Court

Est. Cost

To improve the exiting PRoW route between Crowcomepill and Standish Lane/Standish
Court (Bridleways 22 and 16)
This existing route begins at the B4008 at Crowcomepill before travelling west along
Bridleway 16, via Black Bridge and alongside fields, before turning north on to Bridleway
22 and ending at Standish Lane, adjacent to Standish Court.
The beginning of Bridleway 22, near Pidgemore Farm is currently impassable, forcing
users onto productive farmland.
The proposed works include improved surfacing and additional security measures at key
access points. No additional PRoWs are needed.
Basis of Costing:
300m repair 3m wide hard surface @ £20/ linear metre = £6,000
1,000m repair the 1.5m – 2.0m wide track and reinforce with an appropriate soft surface
where needed @ £30/metre = £30,000
Sub total

£36,000
£36,000
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2. Proposals for a North-South PRoW Link (Subject to Landowners agreement)

Est. Cost

To Create a North-South link between existing PRoWs by upgrading a section of
footpath to the east of Pidgemore Farm to a Multi-User Route.
This is a proposal (not yet confirmed/agreed by the Landowner) to link-up the existing
multi-user routes to the north and south of Pidgemore Farm by upgrading an existing
footpath to the east of the farm to Bridleway Status.
Basis of Costing:
500m repair 1.5m wide soft surface @ £30/linear metre = £15,000

£15,000
Sub total

3. Multi-User Routes and Projects to the East of the B4008.

£15,000

Est. Cost

Multi-User Routes Between Horsemarling Lane and the Cotswold Way, and the
development of the proposed ‘Standish Greenway’.
To improve, repair and waymark existing footpaths and Bridleways north of Stonehouse
and the creation of a ‘Standish Greenway’ loop on the Cotswold Way National Trail.
Basis of Costing:
Est. 20 Waymarking signs @ £50 per installed sign = £1,000
New gates and surface repairs as needed @ £5,000
Three Information Boards @ £1,000
Allowance for surface repairs on the Cotswolds Way @ £5,000
Sub total

4. Linking Up Multi-User Routes Across the Parish (east to west)

£12,000
£12,000

Est. Cost

The construction of a new multi-user track alongside the B4008, between Horsemarling
Lane and Crowcomepill.
Proposals for a new multi user grass/reinforced grass track (suitable for walkers, cyclists
and horse-riders) alongside the B4008 (west) between Horsemarling Lane and
Crowcomepill to link the multi-user tracks to the east and to the west of the B4008.
Basis of Costing:
500m of side of road soft verge @ £30/m = £15,000.

£15,000
Sub total

£15,000
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5. Promotion and Heritage Issues

Est. Cost

The development and launch of a new dedicated website or a new section within
Standish Parish Council’s website, together with downloadable route maps etc and an
App for on site/handheld device use.
Sub Total

£2,000
£2,000

Total Funding Requirement
The estimated cost of construction the above network of off- road multi-user tracks is as follows:

1. By-Passing the B4008 between Crowcomepill and Standish Court B4008.

£36,000

2. Proposals for a North-South PRoW Link (to be confirmed)

£20,000

3. Multi-User Routes and Projects to the East of the B4008.

£12,000

4. Linking Up the East-West Multi-User Routes

£15,000

5. Promotional and Heritage Issues

£2,000
£85,000
£65,000

Total estimated costs (exc VAT):

Note. These ‘best estimate’ specifications and costs are currently being more accurately measured and
re-costed by GCC contractors and are subject to revision.

Supportive Public Policy
Gloucestershire County Council says:“There is a proven need for provision of off-road facilities for
equestrian users and to link up the disjointed bridleway network. Gloucestershire County Council is keen
to work with external partners to provide them… such routes should also cater for walkers, cyclists and
less able users.
The Highways Act 1980 (71) says; “It is the duty of a Highway Authority to provide in or by the side of a
Highway …. an adequate grass carriageway or other margin.” The Act also requires local authorities to:
“plan and provide a comprehensive network of routes for walking, cycling and other modes of transport
involving physical activity.”
The Cotswold Conservation Board says ‘An adequate network is needed for walkers, cyclists, (on- and
off-road) and horse riders. With the ever increasing motorised speed and volume, the importance of
addressing PRoW access and the needs of ‘vulnerable non-motorised users’ cannot be overestimated and
‘improved off-road multi-user networks will reduce the number of vulnerable users on the roads.’
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1. Background Information
1.1 Exemplar Projects
The need to make rural roads safer for non-motorised users and to improve access to the countryside,
whilst also protecting crops and farmland from damage, is a problem shared by many rural communities
and this section describes two approaches that have been successfully introduced in similar
circumstances to those occurring in Standish.
1.1 a) West Oxfordshire
In Oxfordshire, a 580 metre long section of
roadside verge provided an important link
between two bridleways, but an overgrown
120 metre long footpath forced users to go
onto a narrow road with fast moving traffic.
Oxfordshire Countryside Service Rights of Way
and Highway Departments then transformed
this previously unusable verge into a multiuser track that pedestrians, cyclists and horse
riders could use in much greater safety.
The Council widening the verge, constructed a stoned surface at the same level as the road (no kerb),
cut back vegetation and installed bollards where needed. Road signs also alert road users of the
presence of horse riders and cyclists and, although the width of the new installed track varies between
1.5 and 1.8 metres and is not ideal, it has proved to be a practical and effective compromise.
Costs of approximately £18,000 were provided by the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund.

1.1 b) The Forest of Dean Greenway
The Forest of Dean Greenway is a network of recently constructed (2013) on- and off-road multi-user
tracks designed to enable walkers, cyclists, horse riders and, where possible, carriage drivers, to travel
more freely and with more safety through forest and farmland areas.
The project comprises c. 50 miles of new and existing public rights of way (called Greenways) and side of
road tracks. Great care was taken throughout to prevent cars and, especially, motorbikes from gaining
unauthorised access to these off-road tracks and to keep walkers, cyclists and horse riders away from
farmland, crops and sensitive forest environments. See below.
Note: ‘Greenways’ are defined as ‘routes reserved exclusively for non-motorised journeys, developed in a
manner which enhances both the environment and quality of life of the surrounding area… meeting
satisfactory standards of width, gradient and surface condition to ensure that they are both user-friendly
and low-risk for users of all abilities’. See: www.greenways.com
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Huntley, before.

Huntley, after.

Cutting back the overgrown/blocked path.

Robust new surface also used by forestry vehicles.

Narrowed access, to deter unauthorised vehicles.

A ‘Step-Over Box’ designed to deter motorcycles.

The project was financed by grants totalling £91,000 (£75,570 from the Forest of Dean Local Action
Group, and £15,000 from the Gloucestershire Environmental Trust/ Landfill Communities Fund).
1.2 Land Ownership, Permissions and Legal Issues
Gloucestershire County Council is responsible for the maintenance of the surface of all public rights of
way, footpaths, pavements and roadside verges and this project has been developed in close
consultation with appropriate officers.
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The County Council also owns large areas of adjacent land verge farmed under tenancy agreements and
the tenants enjoy ‘Exclusive Rights of Possession’. This means that any works that affect such tenancies
will need to have the agreement of the appropriate tenant/occupier.
Note 1: A meeting with local farmers is planned for mid-April 2017 in order to discuss these proposals,
especially the upgrading of a short (c. 500m) footpath to Bridleway status, that could link the existing
multi user right of way to the west of Stonehouse with Standish Lane (by Standish Court), thus bypassing the most dangerous section of the B4008.
Note. 2 We are also seeking a meeting with Stonehouse Town Council to explore the possibility of
constructing a new multi-user track alongside the B4008 between Horsemarling Lane and Crowcomepill.
‘Like for Like’
Wherever possible, and with the agreement of landowners and tenants, we propose to repair damaged
PROWs with tracks on a ‘like for like’ basis regarding width and surface, although in some cases, and
with landowners agreement, more significant groundworks might be required. Robust and well defined
surfaces, as illustrated below and overleaf, will help prevent future crop damage and trespass.

A Bridleway near Standish Court in need of repair
and affecting adjacent farmland.

An unauthorised track near Standish Court, cutting
across a field.

Note: Some Bridleways in the study area have become so overgrown that they are completely
impassable, forcing users to trespass onto, and damage, adjacent farmland, as evidenced below.

Bridleway 11, near Oldend.

Walkers etc encroach onto adjacent farmland.
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2. The Study Area
This section of the report describes the three principal sectors of the study area. (Bridleways are shown
as blue lines).
2.1 Land to the East of the B4008

The area to the east of the B4008 is of special significance because of:
a) its proximity to the major residential areas of Stonehouse, Standish, Randwick and Stroud.
b) the impending redevelopment of the Standish Hospital site.
c) Its potential connectivity with the Cotswolds Way National Trail.
This area offers excellent opportunities for local residents to enjoy a network of footpaths and off-road
routes for walking (especially), cycling, mountain biking, horse riding and other outdoor leisure
activities, accompanied by spectacular views across the Severn Vale and beyond.
It is also offers the possibility of creating a ‘Standish Greenway’ – a multi-user trail that connects with
the Cotswolds Way and where there is already a substantial Bridleways and Permissive Paths circuit,
making it an ideal local resource for walkers, cyclists and horse riders.
This section of the Cotswolds Way can also be accessed at several other points, especially Randwick,
Ruscombe and Harescombe Camp.
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2.2 Land to the West of the B4008

Existing Bridleways to the west of the B4008 (blue lines)
A flatter terrain, quieter roads and an existing network of multi-user tracks provide excellent
opportunities for developing green’ commuting and leisure routes that could link:
a) In a north-south direction, the many proposed and existing commercial, industrial and residential
developments west of Stonehouse with Standish Lane (and then the B4008 to the east and the A38 to
the west).
But, this potential connectivity is broken near Pidgemore Farm and it is proposed, with the tenant’s
agreement, (to be confirmed) to create a short new PRoW to the east of the farm that would connect
Westend, Nupend, Oldend and Nastend with Standish Lane, via Bridleway 22.
b) in an east-west direction the existing network of high-quality multi-user tracks, trails and country
lanes to the east with those to the west of the B4008, via a new multi-user route between Horsemarling
Lane and Crowcomepill alongside (east) the B4008.
We understand that Stonehouse Town Council is proposing to develop the pavilion and car park
complex opposite the Horsemarling Lane/B4008 junction and, in principle, this could provide an
opportunity for a joint funding scheme to create a multi-use track along this short section of the B4008,
using a reinforced grass surface (or similar) suitable for walkers, cyclists and horse riders.
Also, the mini-roundabout at Horsemarling Lane provides the only relatively safe opportunity for
crossing the B4008 between Stonehouse and the Javelin Business Park.
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3. Detailed Proposals - West of the B4008
The study area to the west of the B4008 is relatively flat and it contains a safe and accessible network of
multi-user tracks and trails with excellent opportunities for walking, cycling, horse riding and other
recreational activities, as well as the potential for developing safe commuting routes.
3.1 Safe Commuting Routes
The existing network of multi-user tracks could be used as safe/green commuting routes to support the
many proposed and existing commercial, industrial, sporting and residential developments taking place
west of Stonehouse.
Section Two of this report provides a possible way of creating a much needed link between multi-user
routes to the east and west of the Parish and the following section describes a way of linking the
currently disjointed north-south network. (this section to be confirmed or deleted)
We propose upgrading footpath EST58 to Bridleway status, which would then provide a multi-user route
from Oldend, Nastend, Nupend, Westend etc, etc. through to Standish Lane, Standish Court and the
B4008 – as indicated by the yellow highlighted routes and the two dots east of Pidgemore Farm as
shown below.
Note: This proposal will be reviewed by affected landowners in early April 2017

Some of these off-road routes are relatively well made with hard surfaced tracks, but other sections are
in need of repair, in consultation with landowners and on a ‘like for like’ basis. Well defined and well
maintained path would also help protect crops and adjacent farmland.
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Proposed Works
To repair and improve existing off-road multi user routes between Crowcomepill and Standish Lane, via
Black Bridge and Bridleways 16 and 22, on a ‘like for like’ basis but with improved security measures at
key access points, including new gates and bollards etc. as required.
We also propose installing signs notifying users not to stray off the marked path and to respect the
countryside, etc.
Bridleway 22 is accessed adjacent to Standish Court Farm where
It has a c. 4m wide hard surface for approximately 500 metres
before becoming a side-of-field track and there is clear evidence
of crop damage in this area, caused by the absence of a properly
defined and suitably surfaced track.
Bridleway 16, between Bridleway 22 and Manor Farm is also very
indistinct and would be improved by the introduction of a better
definition and a more robust multi-user surface, close to the
edge of the field.
The condition of these routes is extremely variable. In some
places the hard surface just needs levelling, in others it is deeply
rutted. Similarly, some of the grass paths are in good condition,
in others they are impassable, causing trespass.
We therefore propose, with the landowner’s permission, to a) repair hard surfaced sections of Bridleway
22 and Bridleway 16 and b) replace damaged tracks, where needed, with more suitable and durable
surfaces on a like-for like basis (i.e. c. 1.5m to 2m on paths and c.3m to 4m on metalled tracks).
These routes by-pass the most dangerous sections of the B4008 and the approximate length and cost of
constructing these multi-user tracks are as follows overleaf.
From
To
From Standish Lane to near Pidgemore Farm
From Oldend to Nupend
Other paths connecting with Nastend
Upgrade footpath near Pidgemeore Farm
Sub total (Metres)
Approximate length in need of repair
Estimated cost repair, 250m hard track @ £20/m
Estimated cost repair, 5000m hard track @ £30/m
Total initial cost estimate

Hard Track (metres)
250
250

500
250
£5,000
-

Soft Track (metres)
750
500
500
500
2250
500
£15,000
£20,000
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4. Detailed Proposals - East of the B4008

The Proposed Standish Greenway and adjacent multi-user routes
4.1 Horsemarling Lane and the Redevelopment of the former Standish Hospital
The Standish Hospital Redevelopment Masterplan regards the existing Bridleway through the site as a
positive feature and the developers have indicated that they intend to improve the condition of the
Bridleway and to create a side of road pathway along Horsemarling Lane between the B4008 and the
start of the bridleway in order to improve safety levels for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders using
this road.
One cause for concern is the unclassified road from Westrip to the B4008, via Horsemarling Lane, which
is used as short cut between Stroud and the B4008. Ideally, traffic calming measures are required on this
lane (near Morton Hill Farm).
4.2 The ‘Standish Greenway’
Existing PRoWs in this area provide an ideal opportunity for the creation of a high quality multi-user
route (via Horsemarling Lane) that connects with Cotswolds Way and an adjacent Permissive Route to
create a ‘loop’ trail that can be enjoyed by walkers, cyclists, and horse riders alike.
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Note. Creating such a circular path or loop is very much in line with the National Trails policy, for
example, the nearby ‘Leckhampton Loop’, which is almost identical in shape and size to the proposed
‘Standish Greenway’.

4.3 Waymarking and Public Footpaths
This area also contains a network of public footpaths within easy reach of Stonehouse and other
residential areas, as illustrated below, and we propose promoting the most attractive of these paths as
walking (only) routes by installing additional signposting and repairing gates, etc.

We have made a budget provision for the purchase and installation of twenty footpath signs in this area
@ £50 per sign, totalling £1,000 with a further £2,000 for the repair or replacement of security gates (for
walkers only), totalling £3,000.
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5. Detailed Proposals for a Multi-User Route Between Horsemarling Lane and Crowcomepill
A c.500m long multi-user track on the west side of the B4008 between Horsemarling Lane and
Crowcomepill, along with a relatively safe crossing point at the mini roundabout at Horsemarling Lane.
could provide the only safe way of joining up the multi-user tracks to the east of the B4008 with those
to the west of the B4008.

Note. We understand that Stonehouse Town Council is proposing to develop parts of the playing field,
pavilion and car park complex which is located opposite Horsemarling Lane and this could provide an
opportunity for a joint funding scheme to create this proposed short, but strategically important multiuser route.
Basis of Costing:
The distance between Horsemarling Lane and Crowcomepill is approx 500m and the average cost of a
new side of road pavement is £115 per linear metre, totalling £57,500, plus an allowance for
contingencies/unforeseen issues @£2,500 = £60,000.
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6. Promotional and Heritage Issues
The launch and ongoing promotion of the on-road and off-road leisure routes could also be used to
celebrate the impressive, but little known, history of Standish via a new section of the Parish Council’s
website, other related websites and, especially, an App that can be used on location by handheld
devices.
This heritage information and interpretation should be developed in liaison with the local historical
society, explaining that:
-

Standish Parish was established in the 12th century and is England’s first Ecclesiastical Parish

-

Standish Vicarage is England’s first and oldest purpose built Church of England vicarage.

-

St Nicholas Church was constructed in the 14th century with foundations dating to in 1188.

-

In 1327, the body of the murdered King Edward II rested a night at St Nicholas Church on its way
from Berkeley Castle for burial at St Peter’s Abbey, Gloucester. The church houses a monument
which commemorates the marriage in 1618 of Sarah, the daughter of Sir Henry Winston, to John
Churchill ‘from which union descended Sir Winston Churchill.’

-

Standish Village Hall is a 700 year old Grade II listed building that was owned and used in the
Middle Ages by the Monks of St Peter’s Abbey, now Gloucester Cathedral. It was extensively
restored in 1844 and used as a Church House School from 1839 to 1963.

-

Standish Court was built in the 14th century as a monastic retreat owned by St Peter’s Abbey,
Gloucester.

-

Standish Hospital was purchased by Gloucestershire County Council after WW1 and used as a US
Army hospital during WW2 and then as a sanatorium for tuberculosis patients before being
closed in 2004. This historic building is currently being sensitively redeveloped for residential use.

-

Beatrix Webb, the social reformer was born in Standish House in 1858.

-

Standish Woods once providing cartloads of cut beechwood for St Peter’s Abbey, managed by
the ‘Warden of the Axe’. Most of the trees were cut down in 1914 to provide pit props for mining
operations at the Front during WW1.

-

Colthrop houses contains a Romano-British burial site near Pool Farm and the B4008 itself is of
Roman origin

This information (when confirmed as correct) and with appropriate illustrations could be made available
via a new dedicated website or a new section within Standish Parish Council’s website, together with
downloadable and printable route maps etc and an App for onsite/handheld device use @ £3,000.
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7. Summary of Costs
The following table provide an overview of the estimated cost of each element of this project, and the
total cost of all elements the project.
Although this is an inter-connected set of recommendations, each section can be funded and
implemented as an individual project.
Proposed Works
1. By-Passing the B4008 between Crowcomepill and Standish Court B4008.
2. Proposals for a North-South PRoW Link (to be confirmed)
3. Multi-User Routes and Projects to the East of the B4008
4. Linking Up the East-West Multi-User Routes
5. Promotion and Heritage Issues
Total

Cost
Estimate (£)
£36,000
£15,000
£12,000
£15,000
£3,000
£81,000
£66,000

Note. These estimates exclude VAT.
This Feasibility Study has been completely funded by a generous grant from by the Gloucestershire
Police Commissioner’s Fund - Safe and Social Driving in Gloucestershire
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Appendix One – Supportive Local and National Public Policy
This project supports a range of governmental, public and voluntary sector policy for road safety and
physical and mental wellbeing as summarised below.
- The Standish Parish Council Parish Plan 2009 describes how local residents saw improving safety
on the B4008 as a priority issue, saying: “Young people cannot cycle to school. Residents are
frightened to cycle or walk to Stonehouse and horse riders cannot access bridleways.”
- The Mid Cotswold Tracks & Trails Group held an Open Day at Nupend in 2008 which specifically
identified securing improvements to the B4008 and the surrounding area as a key local issue.
- Stroud District Council’s Health and Well Being Strategy acknowledges that Stroud is ‘worse than
average for physical activity amongst 5-16 year olds’… and it ‘will work to reduce obesity’.
- The Gloucestershire County Council Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 says; ‘Providing opportunities
for children to walk or cycle to school safely provides an opportunity for exercise and can help to
establish good habits which will be continued into later life….
- It is desirable that pedestrian, cycle and horse riding routes are integrated with the road network,
ideally ensuring that the path network is cohesive…. along with … the provision of well-maintained
verges for horse riders and walkers, especially where they provide links between sections of the
PROW network.
- Where new developments are planned with increased traffic implications, their impact on any
existing paths or road crossing points should be considered.’

Appendix – A Summary of Consultation Feedback (to date)
The following comments and observations have been received in response to our consultation with local
farmers and residents. This is an ongoing process and additional feedback will be included in the Final
Report.
The names of these respondents have not been included and the numbers in brackets indicate the
number of times a comment, or similar comments, have been mentioned by respondents. The
comments have been edited for conciseness and structure in good faith.
From Local Farmers…
Just reduce the speed limit and install cameras before someone is killed on the B4008. (4)
I certainly would not use such a footpath. (3)
I strongly agree with the proposals to improve pedestrian access along the B4008 (3)
It's a pity we were not on board at the beginning of the proposed plan. (3)
Its helpful that proposals for the B4008 improvements have been separated from the off-road works. (2)
I would not want to encourage any more use of bridle paths… it would be a big health and safety concern
if there were to be an increased number of riders meeting loaded (farm) vehicles.
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a) the B4008 is a heavily used road, b) there are an abnormal number of traffic accidents and c) the
volume of traffic is likely to increase due to the proposed building projects in Stonehouse and Standish.
The route up to Moreton Hill Care Centre and up to the Cotswold Way is not a very safe one for riders,
with too many cars using it as a short cut and at unsafe speeds.
Creating an off-road link to Stonehouse Town, in principle, could be helpful.
This proposal is inconsistent with the recently "adopted" NDP in which the urbanising of Bridal and
footpaths is opposed, as follows:
POLICY EP9: PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY AND WILDLIFE CORRIDORS New development should protect the
existing rights of way network and its ambiance. Where public footpaths or bridleways are routed or
realigned through new development, they should be designed as part of landscaped wildlife corridors
rather than being routed along estate road pavements as part of the highway network.
Who are the Standish residents who wish to visit Shops schools and community services in Stonehouse
using a footpath?
From Local Residents…
The main problem is the speed of the traffic, especially buses and lorries which almost knock me off my
feet… The B4008 is virtually out of the question for walkers, cyclists and horse riders to use - it’s just too
dangerous. A cycling/ commuting route between Stroud and Gloucester is long overdue… the dangerous
overtaking of cyclists by vehicles puts everyone’s lives at risk. (7)
I am totally in support of the proposed network of rights of way, but the traffic has to be slowed down. I
would love to see the road narrowed and cycle lanes installed as well as widening the verges to
accommodate pedestrians & horse-riders. (6)
The B4008 is a vital link between Junction 12 of the M5 and Stroud, which makes road transport the
most important element by a long way. (3)
I see no point in wasting money on 'Multi User' rights of way for so few people to use. (2)
The benefit of the project to Standish residents could be fairly minimal. There are several bus stops and
school pick-up points along the B4008 with very regular buses to Stonehouse, Stroud and Gloucester. (2)
I/my family would certainly make use of safer roadside or off-road cycling to get to work and reach local
services. We don’t use any other means of transport except for our private cars, so more sustainable
options would be welcome
Standish could be adversely affected by the proposals for the creation of Multi User trails. It could
increase the amount of traffic coming into the village for leisure activities. Where would these people
park their cars, horse boxes, trailers, etc?
In the past, horses were using the bridleways throughout the year and they became very tracked up. The
horses then used footpaths and other paths which became tracked up. This resulted in conflict between
the horse riders, pedestrians and the National Trust.
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