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MID COTSWOLD
TRACKS & TRAILS GROUP
Helping to improve our tracks and trails ... from this generation to the next

Catching up ........... where does the time go ?
WINTER Well .... we all know how wet last winter was, so, not surprisingly, very little
was done on tracks and trails over the whole winter of 2013-2014.
SPRING As some of you you may also know, the Gloucestershire Country Council
PROW and Highways departments changed over to a private contractor in April. At
our AGM last year we didn’t know who would win the contract, but Amey were successful
and took over at the beginning of April.
Six PROW officers were transferred to Amey, and we have been
sent a map of their areas so we know who to contact. The majority
of our area is split between Jaci to the west and Mike to the east
(roughly). Sarah is now working with the NE of the county. John
Lane remains with GCC as PROW Lead Officer of the Highways
Commissioning Team. John is still the PROW budget holder, and
expenditures are pre-approved by him, for exactly the same sort of
work that they have always carried out. Problems can be reported to
GCCProw@amey.co.uk 08000 514514
Getting all the contractors fully approved and onto the new paperwork regime took a few
months, so some works were held up, but everything appears to have settled down now.
The Modification Order team remain with GCC, and we have been told that two new
officers are being appointed.

GROUP NEWS
Membership: 150, with 237 linked on the FaceBook page. It’s a shame we can’t get
more riders to just fill in a form and join formally to boost the official numbers.
We are sorry to have lost one of most loyal members,
Diana Hall. Here is a tribute to her from April Read.
(see also item SI 056)
Diana Hall 1932 - 2014
Di Hall, an early member of the Mid-Cotswold Tracks and Trails
Group sadly died on Wednesday 2nd April of a heart attack whilst
out riding from Barton End Equestrian Centre. Di was involved
with horses all her life and generously gave of her time to support
others with similar interests.
I first met Di some 30 years ago when I joined the Frampton Family Riding Club and we quickly became
friends. She was membership Secretary and a very active member on the committee. She soon roped
me in to helping with the Hunter Trials and we regularly flagged the course together.
We both became Volunteer Helpers for the Summerhouse RDA Group and Di took on positions of
responsibility and was still treasurer of the Group when she died. We all knew that we could rely on Di to
be there and she was the first to spot when help was needed in the arena. She also gave of her time
transporting riders and horses to the Regional and Nation Championships.
When Stroud Long Distant Riding Group was formed Di and I became members and enjoyed many
happy days riding the bridleways of the Cotswolds. Following on from this, she joined the Mid

CotswoldTracks and Trails Group to help when the local bridleways were threatened and Di gave her
support to this cause and helped to improve the tracks in the area.
When her last horse was retired she continued to ride out with me and also at Barton End.
We shall all miss Di at our various activities as she was quietly efficient and supportive to all.
Diana Hall reached out to many people in the horse world and she will be remembered with affection
by all who knew her. April

AGM:
October 15th at the Royal William, Cranham.
William will be there to speak to us about his
amazing 2,700 mile RIDE ROUND ENGLAND.
The AGM will be at 7.30 followed by the talk at 8.00.
PUT THIS IN YOUR DIARY!
There will be no ticket charge, but we will pass a
bucket for donations to William’s two children’s
charities ...
a BIG bucket so let’s support him well !
Treasurer: Katrina found herself very short of time, and so we advertised for a new
treasurer. Saxon Greenway has offered to do this for us. Saxon is not a rider, but is
happy to join the committee and do our bit of book-keeping to keep us all neat and tidy.
The Committee is proposing her for this position - anyone wishing to comment or learn
more, please email or phone Pat before the next meeting on Sept 10th.
Funds and Fundraising: At the moment we have sufficient funds to cover the projects
we are talking to people about, so we have not worried too much about extra fundraising. The table-top sale in March made £308.70, which was very good. We sold all
the tables available, but we would have liked a larger number of visitors to support us and
the people who had booked the tables.

GENERAL BRIDLEWAY ISSUES - National In June Mark Weston, Access Director
for British Horse Society, went to see Dan Rogerson (Parliamentary Under Secretary
of State for water, forestry, rural affairs and resource management) to discuss equine
access issues.We joined in the debate on BHS facebook page, and on our own
FaceBook page, and Mark asked if he could use some of our rider quotations at the
meeting.
There was also a public consultation by the Canals and Rivers Trust on public access
to the canal towpaths. MCTTG asked our members and facebook contacts which paths
they had ridden in the past, and which would be useful now, and we submitted a response
to the consultation, and sent a copy to BHS Access department. This is available to see
on our web page. Mark went to see the C&RT to discuss these issues and it will be
interesting to see if there are any changes to access in some areas in the future.
Jo has warned us that the Deregulation Bill means that all applications for Modification
Orders (claiming unregistered bridleways etc.) must be in by 2026 - seems a long time
away but every year the people with the knowledge of routes used now and in the past
will diminish.
Vehicle racing on roads. A couple of MCTTG members also responded to a
consultation about increasing the amount of vehicular races that can take place on roads.
Unfortunately, it has now been agreed to allow villages etc to apply for this.

GENERAL BRIDLEWAY ISSUES - Gloucestershire
MCTTG has written to Cllr Vernon Smith, GCC Cabinet member for Highways, asking the
county to recognise the health and well-being benefits of our tracks and trails network think vast outdoor gym already owned by the county! We asked the county to recognise
the numbers of young girls, less able-bodied, and “silver-riders” (over 50) that benefit from
these tracks, who are partaking in a largely unrecognised form of exercise, and to
reconsider their policy on reducing funding for public rights of way. Multi-user tracks in
particular have a very wide range of user groups. 93 “Silver Riders” sent in their names to
us and were listed in support of this letter. GCC were recently in receipt of a £2 million
grant for cycle tracks, and we have pointed out that using some of that on multi-user tracks
would benefit cyclists and many others. We have a couple of projects in mind, one of
these we are actively discussing re problems and possibilities - there are legal issues.
Others we will be looking at when we have a few more answers.
Events on Bridleways These are ever on the increase. On bridleways bicycles can be
ridden “provided that they give way to walkers and horse riders” (Countryside Act 1968 s30).
The 1988 Act makes the following a criminal offence on highways (including bridleways):
1. cycling recklessly (section 28) 2. cycling without due care and attention, or without
reasonable consideration for other users (s 29) 3. promoting or taking part in a race or
trial of speed between cycles on a carriageway or bridleway, unless a race is on a
carriageway and is authorised by regulations made by the Secretary of State”. (s 31)
We had an incident of notices for a charity cycle ride coming up from Bristol being stapled
to trees on a permissive route. The Woodland Trust contacted the organisers as they
were unaware that this particular part of the ride would be on their property. We put a
notice out via our email and FaceBook page warning riders that they might encounter a lot
of bikes that day, and showing the route.
We have also put up FaceBook warnings about a midnight walk, and a big kite day on
Rodborough common. If you hear of anything that riders might want to avoid please let us
know so we can get the information out there.
ROAD SAFETY
Slippery Roads We checked with Highways that their policy re “non slippery” toppings on
rural roads remains the same under Amey. We are assured that the same risk assessment
matrix is being applied, and that the design team and forwarding programme team continue
to have this issue in the forefront of their minds during the design process. A rider from the
Painswick area queried the surface of the lane from opposite the golf course entrance to
Sheepscombe. Highways assure us that it was done with the safer surface dressing
treatment, but that they will inspect it. Does anyone have any other comments on this ?
Glosfire Road Safety Partnership An MCTTG member alerted us to the lack of a horse
rider profile on GRSP promotions. We contacted them, and they have now agreed to put
this right by including us on their web site as of September, and also putting a link from their
web to BHS leaflets on road safety. They are willing to look at specific mini-campaigns if
we identify any to them (posters etc.) We have just had a rash of riders worried about the
speed that people drive around the Coaley/Uley lanes, and are about to do a little survey on
that area and see if we can then ask GRSP to look at a mini-campaign here. This would be
a good test to see if posters help improve the situation.
Cotswold District Council Sue Russell and Julie Floyd have been asked to join the
Cotswold Road Safety Liaison Group’s “Respect the Cotswolds” Project to represent horse
riders - this is via BHS Glos, so not really anything to do with MCTTG except that we want
to heartily applaud it and share this information.

Bridleway bits and bobs ...
FRITH WOOD, PAINSWICK
The two stiles here were replaced by bridle gates and the track opened to horseriders.
Lois had concerns about the bank they were positioned on and the safety issues of the
way they opened etc. PROW spoke to the landowners and the gates have now been
repositioned. Well done, Lois.

MOTORWAY BRIDGES There has been a discussion on our FaceBook page about a
bridleway which crosses a farm-width bridge over the motorway at Twyning-Brokeridge.
This is not strictly our area, but we arranged contact between William, Lois and the rider
asking about it. I believe that they will be asking for mounting blocks as higher sides to
the railings are financially unlikely. - although always worth asking for !

CLEEVE COMMON There was a big debate on Gloucestershire Horse Riders
FaceBook page on the licensing for Cleeve Common. William attended the meeting and
gave us this report. “On Monday 19 May staff of the Cleeve Common Board of
Conservators gave a presentation about riding on the Common to 30 or 40 riders. They
handed out a 2-page information sheet and explained that under the Act of Parliament, in
1890, the Common was open for recreational use with various regulations, but this right
of use did not include horse riding.
They have a responsibility to keep the Common in good condition with particular
responsibility for sites that are Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) or Historical
Monuments. It costs about £130,000 a year to maintain the Common. This includes the
costs of the Warden and two parttime staff who make up one fulltime post. Grants for the
SSSIs etc make up a big part of the budget but the rest they have to raise. Walking and
cycling organisations pay towards the costs when they run events, and the Golf Club also
pays rent but there is still a shortfall.
Riders have to pay for a licence, £30 a year to ride on the Common, though they can ride
the bridleways and restricted byways that run up the west and across the north side of the
Common and run off from the southeast side, but these do not join up to make a circular
route. They explained that the Warden regularly helps riders who have had accidents and
if a rider calls the emergency services they start by calling the Warden.”

SI 051 STEANBRIDGE, PAINSWICK It was agreed last year that two stiles here will
also be replaced by bridle gates. MCTTG has paid for one of these, and BHS Glos has
paid for the second. We think this track has been obstructed for something like 40 years
(?). This work would have been done under GCC prior to the privatising, but the extreme
wet weather held everything up. There is now a bit of a glitch as the landowners want a
particular contactor, which Amey are not in a position to employ at this moment. PROW
are seeking a solution which will accommodate both the riders, the landowners and the
PROW contractual problems. We have been assured that the gates will be installed in the
not-too-distant future.

SI 053 CYCLE TRACKS IN PENN/STANLEY WOODS Cyclists have been cutting
new tracks throughout the woods, criss-crossing the permissive track and footpaths,
some with jumps put in so they cross the track off the ground ! We have a meeting set
up with the Woodland Trust to look at these issues. There has been two accidents in the
woods recently where bikes have come past horses at speed and riders have come off
and sustained injury. These have been logged on the BHS accident and incident page to
add to the statistics, which are grossly under recorded.

SI 056 Bad gate at OS 854:994 near NAILSWORTH. We have spoken to PROW
about the gate here, and finally tracked down the landowner - third time lucky! There was
an extra complication because the field has been up for sale. Hopefully, we believe all
are now agreed on the replacement of the gate. The gate purchase is being sponsored,
and Barton End stables have offered to install it and clear some of the bank behind it.
The landowner was pleased we had raised the subject, and has been helpful.
It has been proposed that this gate would have a plaque saying “Diana’s Gate” as a
memorial to Diana Hall. MCTTG is keen to encourage sponsored gates, but are also
aware that countryside access should be a happy thing, so we support this wording as
being meaningful to those who knew Diana, and that others who did not know her might
just think “Good for Diana” as they pass through the gateway. We would also welcome
company sponsors or cheery celebratory sponsors (wedding anniversary or a big birthday etc.) as a good way of getting gates improved.

SI 069 and 70 HAMFALLOW, Berkeley Oakhanger Farm OHA/11/1 and OHA/11/2 A
MCTTG member contacted us to ask about a bridleway that was completely overgrown
this year. We asked her to get photos, and to ask her Parish Council to support her. She
did this and they had a great response from the PROW department, who were already on
the case for 3 out of 4 of their concerns.
OHA 11 & OHA/13 are on the cyclical list for clearance and should be done shortly. We are a few weeks
behind with this due to the change from county council to Amey and the process to employ
sub-contractors to undertake this work. This has now been completed and the sub-contractors
have started work.
OHA/12 is not on the cyclical list but can be added as an adhoc clearance.
OHA/55 Sarah visited this path and confirmed that the maize crop now has a path cut through it.
OHN/17A/1 Sarah visited and agrees that the barley crop completely obstructs the path. The crop will be
coming off shortly but the landowner/farmer will be contacted to remind him of his responsibilities
for future crops.

SI 072 CHAVENAGE LANE, Beverston NBE/8/1-2 Barton End asked if we could
look into the gates here. There are two which are not terribly good. One is a large gate
but does not appear to be needed for machinery access, but the other would be. Next
step is to identify the landowner(s) and look at how we improve the safety here.

SI 075 RODBOROUGH Jo reports that the first two new cattle grid gates are due to be
installed soon. Lois had another meeting with the structural engineer in December 2013
re widths and latches, so fingers crossed that they are installed to British Standards with
no issues.

Modification Order TOADSMOOR 573-11-29 If you rode in Toadsmoor woods
before 2008, and have not filled in an evidence form stating usage, I have a copy of the
Modification Order Map and evidence forms, or you may prefer to write an account of
where and when you rode, and who with etc. for submission. You can also discuss it with
the Asset Data Officer for Definitive Maps at GCC, Andrew Houldey.

Modification Order PENN WOOD The notification period for objections to the proposed diversion route (second proposal), passed without objection, so the route will go
ahead. We understand it will be done this autumn.
More next time .................
Contact: Pat on 01453 823841 email: midcotswoldtrails@gmail.org
www.midcotswoldtrails.co.uk fb: Mid-Cotswold-Tracks-Trails-Group/163988567007928

